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cannot be so cruel and unjust as to make distinctions of
high and low .between man and man and woman and
woman. This untouchability is the greatest blot on Hindu-
ism, and I have not hesitated to say that, if untouchability
lives, Hinduism dies. If one may use man's language about
God, God has been very patient with us. But I have no
hesitation in saying that even God's patience can be
exhausted, and He will no longer be patient towards this
atrocity that man has been doing to man in Hindu India.
Harijan, 29-12-'33
At Bangalore
There is too much of evil in us when we consider
some persons as lower than ourselves. If we do not get
rid of this evil, it will eat us up. There will not be a single
Hindu left even to do penance, and I think we shall well
deserve it if such a fate overtakes us. I am going from
one end of India to the other just to utter the warning.
You will, therefore, do a great act of virtue, if you regard
all Harijans as blood brothers and sisters.
Harijan, 19-l-'34
[At another meeting which he addressed after seeing some quar-
ters of the Harijans, which presented a sad contrast to what he had
seen in Mysore, he said :]
I believe in the maxim that we should treat others as
we would wish that they should treat us. Now the holes
that I saw this morning, just this very moment, are not fit
for human habitation. There is a minimum standard below
which we dare not go without offending against humanity.
The holes I saw do not satisfy that minimum. I wish that
in this place, which is in many respects a beautiful place,
this blot may be removed at the first opportunity. I have
been told that arrangements have already been made to
provide these unfortunate brothers and sisters with better
dwellings. But in giving such aid you will agree with me
that time is a vital factor. Let it be not said of your
arrangements, when they are ready, that they were too late.
Harijan, 19-l-'34